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The Study China Programme
The Study China Programme is designed to give UK
Undergraduates a brief but diverse introduction to
Chinese language and culture.

It has been running since 2007 and sends over 400
students per year on an experience of a lifetime. The
purpose of the programme is to encourage students to
study abroad and to improve relationships and
understanding between the UK and Chinese people,
business and culture.

What’s included?
To be able to form a long-lasting relationship with
China you need to have some grasp of the language.
Thirty hours of Chinese language classes will give you a
head start. The programmes take place in the Easter
and Summer vacation periods and are packed with
exciting and interesting activities. It is designed to give
you a realistic experience of what life is like in China
and to enable you to meet Chinese people. Previous
programmes have included amongst other things: - Tai
Chi, calligraphy and kite making classes, weekends
away in a mountain village, work experience on an
archaeological dig, Beijing Opera, amazing acrobatics
shows and tea house/museum visits. All the costs of
the programme and your accommodation are covered
by the UK government education departments. You
just have to pay for your flights, food, visas and travel
insurance.

Who is eligible?
To be eligible for the programme you must be over 18
and a full time Undergraduate studying at a UK
university or higher education institution. 

Combined Masters/Bachelor’s programmes are eligible
but Postgraduate students (including PGCE) are not.
HND level students are also acceptable. It doesn’t
matter what subject area you are studying.

You must hold a passport issued by an EU country.
Some non-EU students may be eligible under certain
circumstances. Please check our website for full details
of eligibility criteria.“This programme was

enormously worthwhile
and I feel privileged to
have been selected”
Felicity Minns
The University of Exeter



The Five Possible Locations
The Programme is usually run in two simultaneous
locations chosen from the following five host cities.

Beijing北京
Beijing Normal University
As political, educational and cultural centre of China
Beijing is one of the Four Great Ancient Capitals of
China.  Famous for Iconic buildings and landmarks
such as the Bird’s Nest, Water Cube, National Grand
Theatre, Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City.  It
houses many art treasures and has its own dedicated
‘798 Arts District’.  Beijing is China's second largest city
after Shanghai with more than 17 million people.  Few
cities in the world besides Beijing have served as the
political and cultural centre of an area as immense as
China for so long.  

Hangzhou杭州
Zhejiang University
Zhejiang is known as the ‘Land of Fish and Rice’ with a
strong and active economy of small businesses and
enterprises. You will be visiting the Yiwu Wholesale
Market, which is the largest supplier and distributor of
Chinese products. You will experience the region’s tea
culture, silk culture and local opera Yueju. The
programme is hosted by Zhejiang University in
Hangzhou from 24 August to 14th September.
Zhejiang University 

Jinan济南
Shandong University
Shandong is the home of the Confucius and Qilu
culture with famous business brands such as ‘Tsingtao
Beer’ and ‘Haier’. Its economy is focusing on large
enterprises, agriculture and fishery. You will get a taster
of regional cultures and learn Shandong bangzi (local
opera). The programme is hosted by Shandong
University in Jinan from 31 August to 21 September.  

Nanjing南京
Nanjing University
Nanjing finds itself in the lower Yangtze River drainage
basin and is the capital of Jiangsu province.
Economically it is in the Yangtze River Delta economic
zone.  It is and has always been one of China's most
important cities.  It was the capital of China for many
dynasties.  Nanjing has also been as a national hub of
education, research, transportation and tourism
throughout history. The population is over five million.
It is the second largest commercial center in the East
China region, after Shanghai.  Nanjing has the best
kept city wall built by the first emperor of Ming
dynasty in 14th century.  Nanjing University is one of
the leading research universities in China, with 30,000
students and over 2,000 staff.

Shanghai 上海
East China Normal University
Shanghai is the largest city in China and the financial
and business centre.  It was once known as the
‘Oriental Paris’ in 1930s. It is a huge and exciting city
with great nightlife and many tourist attractions. The
British influence is easily noticeable in the architecture,
city planning, infrastructure, social and cultural life. It
has a population of over 17 million plus millions of
migrant workers. It will host the 2010 World Expo.

“I really had the time
of my life and loved
every minute of it”
Sarah Wing 
The University of Salford



The Programme is managed by The University of
Mancheser on behalf of the funding organisations.

How do I apply?
You will find an on-line application form on our
website. You will also need to ask someone from your
University or HE institution to provide you with a
reference which they are also required to submit on-
line via our website.

Don’t forget to check when the closing date for
applications and references is!

Competition for places is fierce so think carefully about
your application and apply early.

We look forward to receiving your application. Good
luck and enjoy the programme!

Contact details
Centre for Chinese Studies
Room s3.11 Samuel Alexander Building
Oxford Road
Manchester M13 9PL

tel  0161 306 1725
fax  0161 275 8668
email  study.china@manchester.ac.uk

www.studychina.org.uk

“By being on this trip
it has made me a
better person and has
given me more clarity
on the path that I lead
in life.” 
Douglas Haynes 
University of Hertfordshire
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